MEDIA ADVISORY / PHOTO OPPORTUNITY

Tuesday, November 25th, 2008 at 4:30 p.m.

IBEW presents Holiday Lights in the Park, Phalen Park – an Event which Brings Hope

Mayor Chris Coleman joins assault victim Tammie, Sponsors and Charity Recipients in Welcoming and Opening Holiday Lights in the Park, Phalen Park

WHAT: 
At a news conference on Tuesday, November, 25th at 4:30 p.m. at Saint Paul’s Phalen Park, Mayor Chris Coleman will join with Tammie, who was victim to malicious attacks at Phalen Park, to welcome and kick-off a new community event that focuses on raising funds for local charities while providing an impressive and affordable means of holiday entertainment. The event, “Holiday Lights in the Park,” is sponsored by the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW). Mayor Chris Coleman and Tammie will flip the switch to illuminate and open the event while numerous choir groups from the area gather to sing holiday songs. 


37 Nights of Lights – Shining the Light on Hope 


The Saint Paul community gathered in August 2008 to cleanse the Phalen Park Meditation sculpture after it fell victim to hate crimes. World-renowned artist Lei Yixin, of China, carved Meditation during Minnesota Rocks! The sculpture is fully restored and continues to bring tranquility to the community. 

Tammie, a 49 year old woman, who was battling cancer, was out for an evening walk when three assailants brutally attacked her leaving her helpless. Tammie feels that Holiday Lights in the Park will bring positive energy to the park in light of all that has happened this summer. Tammie is excited to partake. With the new event, Tammie is going to flip the switch on holiday lights and hope at Phalen Park.


Local Choirs – Singing for Holiday Lights in the Park


Local choir groups will be performing at the grand opening of Holiday Lights in the Park. Attendees will hear from: Gustavus Adolphus Church, Farnsworth Pre K-4, Cleveland Aerospace, King of Kings Lutheran Church and First Covenant Church of St Paul.

About

The Event:
Visitors will enjoy a spectacular array of holiday lights and animated displays as they take an evening drive through Phalen Park in Saint Paul. The delightful tour is approximately 0.6 miles in length along Lake Phalen and Phalen Golf Course. All net proceeds of the event will be distributed to local charities in the Twin Cities. Holiday tours run nightly from 5:30 pm to 10:00 pm. The vehicle entrance fee is $8.00 Sundays-Thursdays and $10.00 on Fridays, Saturdays and holidays.

PHOTO/INTERVIEW OPPORTUNITY:

Photos: Photos of the displays will be available  

Speakers:

· Mayor Chris Coleman

· Vicki Sandberg, Marketing Director, IBEW and Committee Co-Chair, Holiday Lights in the Park

· Lisa Engh, Committee Co-Chair, Holiday Lights in the Park

Charity Spokespeople:

· Rob Zeaske, Executive Director, Second Harvest

· Ken Peterson, Executive Director, Union Gospel Mission

· Jim Olsen, Executive Director, St. Paul Park Conservancy

· Ethan Laubach, Director, UnderConstruction

The Event Chairs and Charity Spokespeople will be available to discuss the importance of Holiday Lights in the Park

WHEN:
First Viewing: November 25th at 6:00 a.m. Holiday Lights in the Park is inviting the media to attend the first viewing of the light displays. Event chairs, sponsors and spokespeople will be available for interviews. A local choir group will sing holiday songs, while the displays are lit up.  



Grand Opening/Press Conference: November 25th at 4:30 p.m.


 
WHERE:
Phalen Park – Across from the Phalen Park Golf Course Club House in Saint Paul at 1615 Phalen Drive East. The park is located at the intersection of Arcade Street and Wheelock Parkway.

Charities:
Charity recipients are:

· Second Harvest Heartland: Second Harvest Heartland: Ending hunger by distributing more than 41 million pounds of food and grocery products annually to hungry children, family and seniors through more than 1,000 member agencies and programs in Minnesota and Western Wisconsin.

· Union Gospel Mission: Working to meet the physical, emotional, spiritual, and educational needs of the economically disadvantaged men, women and children of the Twin Cities, through a variety of life-changing programs and services.

· Saint Paul Parks Conservancy Foundation: Securing resources to enhance parks and recreational opportunities in Saint Paul.

· UnderConstruction: Teaching youth what it takes to be an employable worker. Introducing high school students to the construction trades to explore the possibilities of a construction career.

Title Sponsor: 
The International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW)


IBEW is a group of the most skilled and productive craftspeople in the electrical industry. The Minneapolis/St. Paul IBEW has over a 200-year combined history of expert craftsmanship. IBEW members make valuable contributions to the industrial, commercial, and residential building infrastructure of metropolitan and rural Minnesota. To learn more about the IBEW's Power of Professionalism visit ibewpros.org.  

Partners:
Event Partners include:

· City of Saint Paul: Mayor Coleman is excited to see Holiday Lights in the Park become a holiday tradition in the Twin Cities! The Saint Paul Parks and Recreation Department has been instrumental in getting the event launched. 
· King of Kings Lutheran Church, Woodbury: Kings of Kings has taken a leadership role in getting this project off the ground. The church will continue to provide support through management of the event.

CONTACT:
Monique Weiss, Padilla Speer Beardsley





(612)455-1737 / mweiss@psbpr.com 



Vicki Sandberg, the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers; Holiday Lights in the Park



(651)260-3432 / vickis@ibewpros.org
